COLONIAL  CENTRAL  ADMINISTRATION

Moreover., the Crown Agents are much more thar? mere
purchasing and shipping agents. They have generally brought
order and simplicity into a wide engineering field where
confusion reigned, where every locomotive was an individual
design with its own special parts only to be obtained in one
quarter, manufactured and stocked for the purpose and
charged for accordingly, and on the top of this, having to
be approved by a particular consulting engineer. The
Crown Agents have now built up a complete and simplified
system of standards covering railways, rolling stock, bridges
and so forth down to the smallest replacement. They have
worked out designs for a great variety of conditions, so thst
it is now possible, for instance, to send a telegram home
giving certain letters and numbers and a complete bridge
will be shipped with every bolt and nut to be erected in
position. The technical staff of the Crown Agents are always
ready to give skilled advice on every subject coming within
their province. Duplicates of all drawings and designs are
kept at Millbank and indexed so that it is never necessary to
pass these to and fro, with consequent delay, but only to
give their reference number.
Another important service rendered by the Crown Agents
is the rigorous and expert testing, often at the manufacturers*
own works, of all classes of goods supplied, from steel girders
to uniforms. It is obvious that the knowledge required to
test and pass all the many hundreds of supplies that pass
through the Crown Agents' hands calls for a wide range of
craftsmanship, for apart from engineering and machinery
of all kinds, there may be medical supplies, boots, tents,
small-arms, tropical kit, scientific apparatus, petrol, cement,
paint, china, glass and cutlery, stationery and printing, coal,
furniture, and even statuary, pedigree livestock, street
decorations and fireworks! ,
One of the Crown Agents' functions that will appeal to